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had been widely read in Scotland, and his own
country was eager to see her famous son.
Knox's tour in Scotland was a triumphal one.
He had thought of the Protestants as few in
number, but he found that they had swelled to
a considerable body, and he was astonished by
the strength and boldness of the movement.
Remembering the persecution to which they had
been subjected in Scotland in previous years, and
knowing how harshly the Reformers were even
then being punished in England, he had ap-
parently expected to see a country where the new
religion was spread only in secret. Instead, how-
ever, he discovered that the Reformers took few
precautions when they preached, and that rarely
did the authorities interfere. Earl Arran had
been cast down from the regency, and Mary of
Guise, mother of Mary Stuart, had assumed the
position in 1554. The new regent was a staunch
Catholic, and, as such, disliked the new religion.
Her principal aim, however, was to remove
antagonism on the part of the Scottish nobility ;
she wanted peace in order to pursue her policy
of building up a close union with France. Some
of the nobles professed the Protestant religion,
and Mary of Guise feared that, if she pressed too
heavily on the Reformers, these nobles would be
driven into an alliance with England. Scotland
could not stand another war with the English.
She did not succeed in satisfying the nobles by